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Hanne Friis - Torrent
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G A L E R I E  M A R I A  W E T T E R G R E N
PAR I S

Hanne Friis, The Sky is the Limit, 2022, plastic; hand-stitched, 
270 x 100 x 50 cm, unique piece. © Øystein Thorvaldsen

In the autumn of  2021, dur ing the 
Cov id 19 pandemic,  Hanne Fr i is  is 
at  the Ci té des Ar ts in  Par is  for  four 
months.  Her smal l  f lat  near  the Seine 
is  over f lowing wi th mater ia ls  bought 
at  the Sacre Coeur.  She is  prepar ing 
her  so lo exhib i t ion at  the V ige land 
Museum, which wi l l  take p lace in 
2022/23. Outs ide,  the pandemic is 
in  fu l l  swing.  The homeless and the i r 
temporar y beds are more v is ib le and 
the ar t ist  not ices the contrast  between 
the nonchalant  e legance of  the c i t y 
and i ts  d i lap idated st reets.  Wi th the 
work Helvete ( ‘Hel l ’ )  by the ar t ist 
Gustav V ige land in mind, she v is i ts  the 
Rodin Museum and contemplates The 
Gates of  Hel l.  In  a creat ive outburst, 
Fr i is  creates about  f i f teen works over 
a per iod of  twelve months for  her 
exhib i t ion at  the V ige land Museum, 
accla imed by the cr i t ics.  From 1 Apr i l 
to 17 June, Galer ie Mar ia Wet tergren 
wi l l  p resent  a se lect ion of  impor tant 
works f rom the V ige land Museum 
together  wi th other  major  p ieces in 
the exhib i t ion Tor rent.  The t i t le  of  the 
exhib i t ion refers to the movements, 
f lu ids,  forces and t ransformat ions that 
are at  the ver y core of  Fr i is’s  work. 

Hanne Fr i is  (b.  1972) is  known for  her 

Hanne Friis, La Vague, 2020-22, Imitation leather, steel; hand-
stitched, 98 x 78 x 75 cm, unique piece. © Øystein Thorvaldsen
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impor tant  tex t i le  sculptures,  which 
are created using a handmade fo ld ing 
and sewing technique. Dense layers 
of  fo lded fabr ic t ransform the mater ia l 
into a compressed mass that  unfo lds 
sculptura l l y  in  space. These abstract 
forms draw on an imaginar y wor ld 
ranging f rom the body to nature.  “ I 
have been work ing wi th the same 
themes s ince I  was an ar t  student, 
i t ’s  a l l  about  how we as humans are 
connected to nature,  and, as nature, 
we are constant ly  changing,  which 
eventua l ly  leads us to death.  I t ’s  a 
k ind of  processing of  th is  ins ight,  that 
l i fe  and death are connected.”

Hanging f rom the cei l ing,  such as 
The Sky Is  The L imi t  or  Dance, or  on 
stands,  such as La Vague or  F lood, 
Fr i is’s  dense works unfo ld in the a i r  or 
on the f loor  as presences,  as bodies.  In 
the words of  the ar t ist:  “ In  many ways, 
the sculptures are bodies:  d ishevel led 
f igures,  compact creat ions or  bundles 
thrown onto a stee l  f rame, the i r  forms 
never  fu l l y  resolved, a fo ld that  is 
about  to break,  a swol len bump. The 
mater ia ls  c i rcu late,  as do the id ioms - 
fo lds,  waves,  craters,  sp i ra ls,  c i rc les. 
An eterna l  dance. ”

Fr i is’s  sculptures are made in dense layers,  met icu lously  st i tched by the ar t ist ’s 
hand, compressing the fabr ic into a sculptura l  mass.  The t ime-consuming aspect 
of  th is  technique is  essent ia l;  “T ime is  an impor tant  aspect  of  my work.  I  th ink I 
need th is  concentrated,  s low and t ime-consuming, but  st i l l  energet ic and physica l 
work to th ink and, at  the same t ime, not  to th ink.”  In  p laces,  the mater ia l  spr ings 
f rom the body of  the work,  l ike l i t t le  erupt ions,  organic grow ths.  The abstract 
forms that  emerge f rom Fr i is’s  work refer  as much to the cycles of  nature as to 
the var ious forms and movements of  the body.  The forms seem to be inhabi ted 
by a growing presence, somet imes weighed down by fo lds of  sk in.  Fr i is  does not 
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seem to touch upon i ts 
pr imi t ive forms in an 
expressive interpretat ion that 
is  both wi ld and contro l led.

The mix ture of  organic forms 
and synthet ic mater ia ls,  such 
as imi tat ion leather  or  p last ic, 
in  some of  Fr i is’s  works may 
seem l ike a paradox.  As the 
ar t  cr i t ic  Jorunn Vei teberg 
has obser ved: “This embrace 
of  both the natura l  and the 
ar t i f ic ia l  is  one of  severa l 
paradoxes in Fr i is’  a r t. 
That  her  sculptures are 
both abstract  and physica l, 
beaut i fu l  and disquiet ing, 
are two others...  Throughout 
h istor y,  d i f fe rent  mater ia ls 
have been g iven di f ferent 
va lues.  These are not  s imply 
inherent  qual i t ies,  but  a lso 
va lues created by the socia l 
and h istor ica l  c i rcumstances 
in which they ex isted,  and the 
uses to which they have been 
put,  par t icu la r ly  wi th regards 

For  add i t iona l  in fo rmat ion o r  p ress inqu i r ies ,  contact  :
Vanessa Paparel la, 
+33 (0)1 43 29 19 60
vanessa@mar iawet tergren.com

to gender.  By repeat ing the same mot i f  in  mater ia ls  so di f ferent  as ve lvet,  p last ic 
and concrete,  Fr i is  reveals some of  these di f fer ing va lues.”

A se lect ion of  o i l  paste l  drawings on paper,  made dur ing the ar t ist ’s  res idency at 
the Ci té des Ar ts,  as wel l  as the concrete sculpture,  Impr int  I I I ,  w i th the negat ive 
form of  a tex t i le,  molded in the concrete,  round of f  the exhib i t ion and reveal  a 
broader spectrum of  Fr i is’  inhabi ted universe.

Hanne Friis, Flood, 2020-22, Imitation leather, steel; hand-stitched, 72 x 80 x 
110 cm, unique piece. © Øystein Thorvaldsen

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Before  spec ia l i z ing in  tex t i l e  a r t ,  Hanne Fr i i s  s tud ied scu lp tu re  and pa in t ing 
a t  the Academy o f  F ine Ar ts  in  Trondhe im between 1992 and 1996.  Today, 
Hanne Fr i i s  i s  cons idered one o f  the most  in f luent ia l  Norweg ian contemporar y 
a r t i s ts  work ing w i th  tex t i l e .  Fr i i s  has exh ib i ted wor ldw ide,  inc lud ing a  ma jo r  so lo 
exh ib i t ion  a t  the Vige land Museum, Os lo ,  Norway in  October  2022 -  2023.  Her 
works a re  inc luded in  severa l  impor tan t  pub l ic  and pr i va te  co l lec t ions,  such as 
the Nat iona l  Museum of  Ar t ,  Os lo ,  Norway;  Nat iona l  Museum of  Decora t i ve  Ar ts , 
Trondhe im,  Norway;  Haugar  Kunstmuseum, Tønsberg,  Norway;  West  Norway 
Museum of  Decora t i ve  Ar ts ,  Bergen,  Norway and the Norweg ian Par l i ament , 
Os lo ,  Norway.
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4 55Exhibit ion view, The Vigeland Museum, Norway, 2022
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HANNE FRIIS
The Sky is the Limit

2022
Plastic; hand-stitched

270 x 100 x 50 cm
Unique piece

“…the distinctive character of Friis’s art 
arises from a conjunction of two mediums so 
historically different as textiles and sculpture.”

Jorunn Veiteberg. Writer, curator



8 9The Sky is the Limit, 2022 Detail



10 11The Sky is the Limit, 2022



12 1313Exhibit ion view Circulation, The Vigeland Museum, Norway, 2022-2023
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HANNE FRIIS
La Vague
2020-22

Imitation leather, steel; hand-stitched
98 x 78 x 75 cm

Unique piece



16 17La Vague, 2022 DetailLa Vague, 2022 Detail



18 19La Vague, 2022 Detail



20 21La Vague, 2022La Vague, 2022 Detail

“…Friis is not creating narrative or so-called 
figurative art in a classical sense. She puts 
her faith in the tangible force of the forms and 
materials alone. The biomorph formations of 
the folds of fabrics also suggest various figure 
types. In the mass of swirling material, circles 
and spirals might easily take form.”

Jorunn Veiteberg. Writer, curator



22 23Exhibit ion view Circulation, The Vigeland Museum, Norway, 2022-2023
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HANNE FRIIS
Dance

2022
Imitation leather, steel; hand-stitched

198 x 50 x 30 cm
Unique piece



26 2726 27Dance, 2022 Detail



28 2928 29Dance, 2022 Detail

“My sculptures have the potential to grow, and 
because I have to use a lot of strength to make 
them, the power of creation is also part of it…
They used to be more vulnerable, but now I 
increasingly see vitality and strength in them – 
there is so much power in all living things.“

Hanne Friis



30 3131Exhibit ion view Circulation, The Vigeland Museum, Norway, 2022-2023
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HANNE FRIIS
Flood
2020-22
Imitation leather, steel; hand-stitched
72 x 80 x 110 cm
Unique piece

“Many of the sculptures in her exhibition at 
the Vigeland Museum are made from various 
plastics, including silicon, artificial leather 
and vinyl. These are materials that used to 
represent the latest in modernity and progress. 
Today they are a serious environmental thread 
and are seen by many in a negative light. 
Side by side with Vigeland’s plaster, bronze, 
and marble statues, they represent something 
cheap, synthetic, prosaic and lowbrow. At the 
same time, Friis’s artistic transformation of the 
plastic materials into sculptures alters their 
status, imbuing them with elevated and lasting 
values.”

Jorunn Veiteberg. Writer, curator



34 3535Exhibit ion view Circulation, The Vigeland Museum, Norway, 2022-2023
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HANNE FRIIS
The Mountain

2022
Faux leather, steel; hand-stitched

96 x 138 x 96 cm
Unique piece
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The Mountain, 2022 Detail



40 41La Vague, 2022 Detail



42 43Exhibit ion view Circulation, The Vigeland Museum, Norway, 2022-2023
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HANNE FRIIS
Imprint I I I

2022
Concrete

20,5 x 67 x 67 cm
Unique piece



46 47Imprint I I I, 2022 Detail



48 4949Exhibit ion view Circulation, The Vigeland Museum, Norway, 2022-2023
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HANNE FRIIS
Shiny Wave
2020
Natural dyed viscose; hand-stitched
135 x 120 x 25 cm
Unique piece



52 53Shiny Wave, 2020 Detail

“Although there is a high degree of abstraction, 
the abundance of material in her draperies 
invokes a sense of something luxurious and 
alluring. The sculptures are both sensuous 
and sensual, and I would imagine that they 
might arouse fetishistic fantasies in people 
with a silk or rubber compulsion.”

Jorunn Veiteberg. Writer, curator
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HANNE FRIIS
Gorge I I

2020
Natural dyed viscose; hand-stitched

90 x 60 cm
Unique piece



56 57Gorge II, 2020 Detail
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HANNE FRIIS
Grey Monument I I
2018
Cotton canvas dyed by oak acorn and iron mordant; hand-stitched 
60 cm x 43 cm
Unique piece



60 61Grey Monument II, 2018 Detail
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HANNE FRIIS
Paris I
2021

Sennelier oi l pastel on paper
101 x 69 cm (framed)

Unique piece
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HANNE FRIIS
Paris I I
2021
Sennelier oi l pastel on paper
101 x 69 cm (framed)
Unique piece
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HANNE FRIIS
Paris I I I

2021
Sennelier oi l pastel on paper

101 x 69 cm (framed)
Unique piece



68 6969Exhibit ion view Circulation, The Vigeland Museum, Norway, 2022-2023
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Curr iculum Vi tae

EDUCATION 

1992-1996 Academy of F ine Arts, Trondheim, Norway
1993  Myndl ista- og Handidaskòl i ,  Reykjav ik, Is land
1991-92  Rogaland Art School,  Stavanger, Norway
1990-91 Bergen Art School,  Bergen, Norway

SELECTED SOLO EXHIBIT IONS

2023-24  Tårnsalen, KODE Art Museum, Bergen, Norway 
2022   The Vigeland Museum, Oslo, Norway
2020  Hidden Patterns, KRAFT, Bergen, Norway 
1019  Phases, Galer ie Mar ia Wettergren, Par is, France
2018  Spira l ,  Trafo Kunsthal l ,  Asker, Norway
2017  New Ornaments, ARTendal,  Arendal,  Norway
2016  Metamorphoses, Kunstnerforbundet, Oslo, Norway
2010  MJUK, Ram Gal ler i ,  Oslo, Norway
  Layers, Gustavsbergs Konsthal l ,  Gustavsberg, Sweden
  Layers, Kunstnerforbundet, Oslo, Norway
2007  Konservat iven, Punkt Ø, Halden, Norway
  Inside out and round and round, Soft ,  Oslo, Norway
2006  Change, Akershus kunstnersenter,  L i l lestrøm, Norway
2003  Connect ions, Tromsø Kunstforening, Tromsø, Norway 
  Connect ions, Gal ler i  F15, Jeløya, Norway
1998  Mel low, UKS Gal ler i ,  Oslo, Norway  

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBIT IONS

2022  PAD London, Galer ie Mar ia Wettergren, London, UK
  TEFAF New York, Galer ie Mar ia Wettergren, New York, US
  PAD Par is, Galer ie Mar ia Wettergren, Par is, France
2021   Design Miami Basel,  Galer ie Mar ia Wettergren, Switzer land 
2020   Seinäjoki  Kunsthal le, F in land
  TEFAF Maastr icht,  Galer ie Mar ia Wettergren, Maastr icht,  Nether lands

Befo re  spec ia l i z ing in  tex t i le  a r t, 
Hanne Fr i is  s tud ied scu lptu re  and 
pa int ing at  the Academy of  F ine 
A r ts  in  Trondhe im between 1992 
and 1996.  Today,  Hanne Fr i is 
is  cons idered one of  the most 
in f luent ia l  Nor weg ian contempora r y 
a r t is ts  work ing w i th  tex t i le.  Fr i is 
has exh ib i ted wor ldw ide,  inc lud ing 

a  ma jo r  so lo  exh ib i t ion  at  the 
V ige land Museum, Os lo,  Nor way in 
October  2022 -  2023.  Her  works 
a re  inc luded in  severa l  impor tant 
pub l ic  and pr i vate  co l lect ions,  such 
as the Nat iona l  Museum of  A r t, 
Os lo,  Nor way;  Nat iona l  Museum of 
Decorat i ve  A r ts,  Trondhe im,  Nor way; 
Haugar  Kunstmuseum, Tønsberg, 
Nor way;  West  Nor way Museum of 
Decorat i ve  A r ts,  Bergen,  and the 
Nor weg ian Par l iament,  Os lo.

b. 1972, Norway 
Lives and works in Norway

Hanne Friis
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PUBLIC COLLECTIONS

2018   The Nat ional Museum, Oslo, Norway
2017   The Museum of Decorat ive Art ,  Trondheim, Norway 
2016   The Nat ional Museum, Oslo, Norway
  The City of Oslo Art  Col lect ion, Norway
2014   LO, gi f t  to Hamar Culture House, Hamar, Norway
2012   The West Norway Museum of Decorat ive Art ,  Bergen, Norway
2009   The Museum of Decorat ive Art ,  Trondheim, Norway 
2003   The Art  Museum of Northern Norway, Tromsø, Norway
1998   The Art  Museum of Northern Norway, Tromsø, Norway
1996  Arts Counci l ,  Norway

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE COMMISSIONS

2018  Aasta Hansteen, Statoi l  Art  Programme, Norway 
2016  Norwegian Univers i ty of L i fe Sciences, Ås, Norway 
  Sentra len, Savings Bank Foundat ion, Oslo, Norway
  Hønefoss High Scool,  Buskerud, Norway 
2015  Tromsø Pol ice Headquarter,  Tromsø, Norway 

AWARDS AND GRANTS

2016   Norwegian Visual Art ists Commission Fund, 10 year work grant 
2013   Norwegian Visual Art ists Commission Fund, 3 year work grant 
2012   Norwegian Visual Art ists Commission Fund, 1 year work grant 
2011   Norwegian Visual Art ists Commission Fund, 1 year work grant 
2010   Norwegian Visual Art ists Commission Fund, 2 year work grant 
2009   Norwegian Visual Art ists Commission Fund, 1 year work grant 
2008   Norwegian Visual Art ists Commission Fund, 1 year work grant 
2007   Norwegian Visual Art ists Commission Fund, 1 year work grant 
2005   Norwegian Ministry of Cul ture, Work grant for young art ists, 2 year 
2004   Norwegian Visual Art ists Commission Fund, 1 year work grant 
2002   Chr. Lorck Schives legacy
1998   No rweg ian  M in i s t r y  o f  Cu l t u re ,  Work  g ran t  f o r  young  a r t i s t s ,  1  yea r  
 

  Nouvel le Vague, Galer ie Mar ia Wettergren, Par is, France 
  December constel lat ions, Buer Gal lery, Oslo, Norway
  Nice to ( f inal ly )  meet you, Seinajoki  Kunsthal le, F in land 
  Dream With in a Dream, QB Gal lery, Oslo, Norway
2019   Kristiansands Kunsthall, Kristiansand, Norway Revelations, Grand Palais, Paris, France
2018   Manners of Communication, Ways of Tell ing, Dropsfabrikken, Trondheim, Norway 
  Tissage Tressage, Foundation Villa Datris, L’Isle-sur-la-Sorgue, France
  The Forgetfulness is Full of Memories, MARSO Gallery, Mexico City, Mexico 
2017   Re:construct ion, Hint Project,  Aarhus, Denmark 
  Disclosing the Uncanny, Kr ist in Hje l legjerde, London, UK
2016   Hanging Gardens, Kunsthal l  Grenland, Porsgrunn, Norway
2015   Soft  Monuments, KODE Art Museum, Bergen, Norway
  Tenthaus, Oslo, Norway
2014   We are L iv ing on a Star,  Henie Onstad Art  Center,  Norway 
  CRAFT!, L i l jevalchs Konsthal l ,  Stockholm, Sweden
2013   Edvard Munch 150th Anniversary, Åsgårdstrand, Norway
  A Thousands Threads, L i l lehammer Art  Museum, Norway 
2012   Nat ional Art  Exhibi t ion, Oslo Centra l  Stat ion, Norway
  Norwegian Craft 2012, Museum of Decorative Arts & Design, Oslo, Norway
  Balanced – Unbalanced, Kunstbanken Hedmark, Norway 
2011   Col lect 2011, Saatchi Gal lery, London, UK 
2010   Post Fossi l ,  21_21 Design Sight Gal lery, Tokyo, Japan 
2009   Bomuldsfabr iken, Arendal,  Norway
  Tendencies, Gal ler i  F 15, Punkt Ø, Norway
2008   Norwegian pictures, Oslo Cityhal l ,  Gal ler i  Brandstup, Norway
  A wor ld of Folk, Sandnes, Stavanger 2008, Norway 
2005-06  Objects, t radi t ion and renewal,  SKINN, Norway
2002   Uro, Nordnorsk Art  Center,  Svolvær, Norway
  To see and be seen, Østfo ld Art  Center,  Norway
2001   Tref f ,  Bergen Art Museum, Norway
  A wor ld of Folk, Sandnes, Stavanger 2008, Norway 
1998   Castor F iber, UKS Gal lery, Oslo, Norway
1997  Diagnose, Stavanger Kunstforening, Norway
  F lash, Sandvika Teater,  Bærum, Norway
1996  Tr iv ia l  Groove, Gal ler i  F15, Jeløya, Norway
  Fr isbee, Hordaland Art Center,  Bergen, Norway
1995  Bergen Ginseng, Gal ler i  Otto Plonk, Bergen, Norway
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