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Galerie Maria Wettergren is pleased to present Phases, an
exhibition of textile sculptures by Norwegian artist, Hanne
Friis. Floating throughout the space, on the walls, and lying
on the floor are Friis’ characteristically twisted and delicately
condensed masses of silk, wool, denim and canvas. The
sculptures have been carefully crafted by hand with repetitive
movements thatcreate variationsin shape, textureand color. Her
method of draping loose fragments against the tightly stitched
mass allows the body to breathe out of its restrained folds.
From afar, the figures appear animated and as the tension of the
stitching alternates, they naturally curve, exuding sensuality.

Approaching the soft, sensuous forms, notions of the hand
become increasingly apparent. With the sculptures measuring
up to 250cm, it is prominent that patience and attention to
detail are essential to Friis’ process. What begins delicately with
a needle and thread explodes into large, violent forms. While
the denim is second-hand, the silks, canvas, and wool have
been hand-dyed using natural elements, such as oak acorn and
mugwort ditch plants. She transforms materials from
nature  while simultaneously imitating the natural.



The alternating folds billow like smoke or waves, their
shades fade like phases of the moon. The sculptures are
alive, heaving. Their organic shapes evoke parts of the body
that can be difficult to discern. Our bodies amongst other
living forms of nature are vulnerable as we float from birth to
death; life’s natural phases are present within Friis” fine lines.

Two paintings entitled Worthless Remains | and Dark Part were
created using acrylic on paper and glass, providing an ethereal
background for the sculptures. The muted brushstrokes become
increasingly more transparent from the center of the support,
juxtaposing the tension and firmness of the textiles while
mirroring their spiraled form. The notion of spirals as a principle
of instinct and growth, such as those found in DNA, tree trunks,
and and fingerprints, is a reoccurring theme in Friis” work. A
sense of tension and of comfort in opposition between growth
and decay, patience and urgency, restriction and breath are
present in Phases. Friis’ forms invade the space and help us to
question the human condition as well as the world around us

Burden, 2014-16

Diameter 200cm
Wool dyed by mugwort, sewn by hand
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The Juice From the Trees 11, 2019

250x 95 x 30 cm
Canvas dyed by oak acorn and iron mordant, sewn by hand




New Ornaments I (The Silk Series), 2015-19

215 x 30 cm
Silk velvet dyed by cones and cochineal, sewn by hand




New Ornaments 1V (The Silk Series), 2015-18 New Ornaments Il (The Silk Series), 2015-18

150 x 35 cm 98 x 35 cm
Silk velvet dyed by cones and cochineal, sewn by hand Silk velvet dyed by cones and cochineal, sewn by hand



Spiral I, 2018 Worthless Remains 11, 2018

160 x 50 cm 106 x 76 cm
Canvas, sewn by hand Acrylic on paper/glass and frame



Grey Monument 11, 2018

60 x 43 cm
Canvas dyed by oak acorn and iron mordant, sewn by hand

Grey Monument I, 2018

53 x 35 cm
Canvas dyed by oak acorn and iron mordant, sewn by hand




Secrets (Blue), 2008 Dark Part, 2018

117 x50 x 24 cm 106 x 76 cm
Denim, sewn by hand Acrylic on paper/glass and frame
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Buoyan

160 x 65 cm
Canvas dyed by indigo, sewn by hand




Spring, Autumn, 2017

225 x 110 x 25 cm
Silk velvet dyed by plants from the ditch

The Waves, 2009

190 x 110 x 27 cm
Secondhand denim, partially bleached, sewn by hand



Phases, 2018

H160cmW 75 cm D 25 cm
Silk velvet dyed by cones and cochineal, sewn by hand
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Before specializing in textile art, Hanne Friis studied sculpture and
painting at the Academy of Fine Arts in Trondheim between 1992 and
1996. Today she is considered one of the most influential Norwegian
contemporary artists working with textiles. A large number of her works
are included in both public and private collections, such as the National
Museum of Art in Oslo and the National Museum of Decorative Arts
in Trondheim in Norway. Her most recent group exhibitions include
Revelations at the Grand Palais, Paris in 2019, Tissage Tressage at the
Villa Datris Foundation in France in 2018, and The Forgetfulness is Full of
Memory at Gallery Marso in Mexico City, Mexico in 2018, among others.

Portrait taken by Alette Schei Rarvik
Images of the sculptures taken by @ystein Thorvaldsen
New Ornament detail photographs taken by Ole Akhgj
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