
The pract ice of  Danish scu lptor,  Car l  Emi l  Jacobsen, osc i l la tes between ar t  and des ign, 
exp lor ing ex is tent ia l ism, r i tua l is t ic  sophist icat ion and so l id craf tsmanship.  Resembl ing 
ceramics,  h is  wal l  to tems are in fact  made wi th found mater ia ls  such as f ie ld stones, 
cha lkstone, marb le and br icks f rom demol ished bu i ld ings.  Jacobsen t ransforms these 
mass ive stones by gr ind ing them down to f ine powder p igments of  in tense co lors.  As an 
ode to the r ichness of  natura l  co lors in  the Nord ic landscape, Jacobsen br ings new l i fe 
to the powdered stone by conver t ing i t  in to layers of  p igment,  which are appl ied over 
scu lpted polystyrene st ructures,  layered wi th f iber  concrete. 

Car l  Emi l  Jacobsen’s scu lptures a l lude to a cer ta in funct iona l i ty ;  p lay fu l  forms, wi thout 
suggest ing any par t icu lar  use.  Insp i red by the d ictum of  la te Danish scu lptor  W i l l y  Ørsk-
ov ’s theory that  “ the content  of  the scu lpture is  scu lpture”,  h is  non f igurat ive scu lptures 
ex is t  on the i r  own terms as abst ract ,  phys ica l  forms foster ing exper ient ia l  connect ion over 
in te l lectua l  in ter ference in the e last ic border land between nature and cu l ture.  W i th the i r 
specia l  emphasis on co lor,  l ight  and shadow, Jacobsen demonst rates the ab i l i ty  o f  a form 
to enhance the exper ience of  a speci f ic  co lor  and texture. 

Car l  Emi l  Jacobsen’s works have been exh ib i ted in var ious museums, ga l le r ies and ar t 
fa i rs ,  inc lud ing Clay Museum of Ceramic Art ,  Middelfart  Denmark; Kunsthal  Charlot-
tenborg, Copenhagen, Denmark; Mindcraft  Exhibit ion; Milan, I taly;  Patr ick Parr ish 
Gal lery,  New York, USA; Chamber Gal lery,  New York, USA; Piscine, Aarhus, Den-
mark; Galer ie Maria Wettergren, Paris,  France; Design Miami/Basel,  Switzer land; 
PAD London/Paris .  H is works can be found in the co l lect ions of  the Designmuseum 
Danmark, Danish Arts Foundation  as wel l  as prest ig ious pr ivate co l lect ions wor ldwide.
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EDUCATION

2013   Head of workshop and teacher, Design School Kolding (- present)
2012   Kolding School of Design, Denmark

UPCOMING EXHIBITIONS

2022   Solo show, Viborg Kunsthal, Viborg, Denmark

SELECTED EXHIBITIONS

2021   Line Space Texture. The Poetic of Forms, Off icinet, Copenhagen, Denmark
  Line Space Texture. The Poetic of Forms in the works of Lotte Westphael, Tora Urup
  and Carl Emil Jacobsen, Galerie Maria Wettergren, Paris, FR
  A New Realism, group exhibit ion, Friedman Benda, New York, USA
  Sculpture to Sculpture, group exhibit ion, The Round Tower, Copenhagen, Denmark
  (No t it le), Solo exhibit ion, Overgaden, Copenhagen, Denmark
  Sculpted Matter, Group exhibit ion, Rundetårn, Copenhagen, Denmark
2020   Nouvelle Vague, group show, Galerie Maria Wettergren, Paris, France
  Work Tit le: Interelementer, Group exhibit ion, Ar t Week Aarhus, Aarhus, Denmark
2019   Crafted Matter, Group exhibit ion, Cheongju International Craft Biennale, South Corea
  CERAMIC MOMENTUM, Group exhibit ion, CLAY Keramikmuseum, Middelfar t, Denmark
  Weathered, Solo exhibit ion, Mark Kenly Domino Tan Showroom, Copenhagen, Denmark
2018   Don’t Know What Shape I ’m In, Solo exhibit ion, Patr ick Parr ish Gallery, NYC, USA
  About Clay, Group exhibit ion, Fiskars, Finland
  MINDCRAFT18, I l  Salone, Milano, Italy
  Cirklens Geometri, Group exhibit ion, Antikmuseet, Aarhus, Denmark
2017   New Danish Modern, Group exhibit ion, O-space, Aarhus, Denmark
  Terrain, Solo exhibit ion, Galerie Maria Wettergren, Paris, France
  MINDCRAFT17 - TIME, I l  Salone, Milano, Italy
  Domestic Appeal, par t I I I , Group exhibit ion, Chamber Gallery New York, USA
2016   PAD London, Represented by Galerie Maria Wettergren, UK
  The CURIO, CHART Ar t Fair, Charlottenborg, Copenhagen, Denmark
  Forårsudsti l l ingen Charlottenborg, Copenhagen, Denmark
2015   Ti lsigtede sammensætninger ( i ut i lsigtede optrædener), Piscine, Aarhus, Denmark
  THE TUBE, StikNord, Designskolen Kolding, I l  Salone in Milan, Italy
2014   PINK POP POLYKROM, NICOLAI, Kolding, Denmark
2013   THE TUBE, collaboration with ege carpet and Kolding School of Design, Il Salone in Milan, Italy
  “Conversation pieces” , The Danish business promotion and state visit in Chile, Chile
2012   Upcoming Designer, Formland, Herning, Denmark

SELECTED PRIVATE & PUBLIC COLLECTIONS

2019   Marienborg, Copenhagen, Denmark
  Danish Ar ts Foundation, Denmark
2018   Noma, Copenhagen, Denmark



AWARDS AND GRANTS

2020   Project grant, Danish Ar ts Foundation, Denmark
  Project grant, Nationalbankens Jubilæumsfond, Denmark
2019   Work grant, Danish Ar ts Foundation, Denmark
2018   Project grant, Danish Ar ts Foundation, Denmark
  Project grant, Nationalbankens Jubilæumsfond, Denmark
2017   Work grant, Danish Ar ts Foundation, Denmark
2016   Danish Ar ts Foundation, project grant
2013   Winner of Bolig Magasinets Design Award, Best Upcoming
2012   Nominated for Danish Design Award, Talent


